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CALIBRATING DUAL ADC ACQUISITION
SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/GB2013/051270 filed on 16 May 2013,
which claims priority from and the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/651,251 filed on 24 May 2012
and United Kingdom Patent Application No. 1208841.5 filed
on 18 May 2012. The entire contents of these applications are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

The present invention relates to a mass spectrometer and
method of mass spectrometry. The preferred embodiment
relates to a method of calibrating a dual gain ADC detector
system.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,423,259 (Hidalgo) discloses a method of
operating a dual gain ADC in which the signal from a mass
spectrometer is split and directed to two independent ampli-
fiers of different gains. The two amplified signals are digitized
using two independent analogue to digital recording devices.
The resultant data is sent to a spectral combiner which com-
bines the data after appropriate intensity scaling such that
digitized samples from the higher gain amplifier signal path
with intensities which exceed the vertical dynamic range of
the ADC are replaced with the corresponding digitised
samples from the low gain sample path. This composite spec-
trum has a dynamic range greater than either individual ADC.

In order for this approach to work correctly the time sam-
pling intervals of both the ADCs must be correctly aligned. It
is known to use firmware or complex electronics to correct the
phase between two ADCs in order to align the time sampling
intervals prior to the signal being digitized.

However, in addition to aligning the two ADC clocks it is
also necessary to align the signal itself such that each digi-
tized point in the two signal paths corresponds to the same
region of the ion signal before individual digitized points are
chosen to represent the final signal. This alignment of the
signal also adds significant complexity to dual ADC opera-
tion.

It will be understood by those skilled in the art that correct-
ing the phase between two ADCs is limited to situations
wherein the phase difference between the two ADC clocks is
typically less than one ADC time bin e.g. <100 ps.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,567,022 (Reuveni) discloses a method of
calibrating the vertical gain and offset differences of two
ADCs using a test signal. The disclosed method relates to a
calibration routine to compensate for the natural variation in
output amplitude response of two substantially identical
ADCs when digitising the same test signal. This process is
performed to allow two ADCs to be interleaved successfully
to produce a single output of apparent higher digitization rate.
No time correction is performed, no compensation for dual
signal paths with different amplification stages is described
and no dynamic range enhancement is intended.

US 2010/0213361 (Micromass) discloses a dual gain ADC
method for increasing the dynamic range of a Time of Flight
system wherein the signal from ion arrivals at the detector is
split and sent via two amplifiers of different gain and then to
two separate ADCs to be digitized. The disclosed method
advantageously does not require phase correcting of the ADC
clocks. According to the disclosed method the data from each
push is reduced to time and intensity pairs and then combined
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onto a time axis which is independent of the original ADC
digitisation rate. This approach allows up-sampling of the
combined data from the two ADCs using finer time bins than
the ADC during combining. No alignment of the signal prior
to digitization is required. The method disclosed in US 2010/
0213361 1is therefore particularly advantageous in that the
detector system does not require complex phase correction
electronics.

WO 2008/008867 (Mason) discloses injecting a test pulse
to adjust the phase, offset or gain of the output channels of a
preamplifier having two output channels. The first output
channel has a gain of eight times that of the second output
channel. Two digitised data streams are stitched ADC bin to
ADC bin for an individual time of flight transient before
summing to produce a single high dynamic range spectra. The
phase difference between the two ADCs is adjusted or cor-
rected to zero such that the bin intervals on each ADC line up
and the signal falls over the same bins in both ADCs.

To line up the ADC time bins (i.e. phase correct), an
onboard ADC delay is adjusted based on the measurement of
the test signal. However, this onboard delay is only capable of
adjusting the phase or delay by one or two digitisation bin
widths i.e. approx. 100 ps and any attempts to make larger
adjustments to this delay will cause phase noise and hence
timing jitter in the final signal. The disclosed method there-
fore only allows correction of the phase difference between
the two ADCs and is not suitable for addressing the problem
of' significantly longer time delays due to propagation delays
between the two signal paths through the two amplifiers
which may be substantially greater than the onboard ADC
delay can cope with.

It will be apparent that the cables of the amplifier and the
ADC signal paths for the two gain channels must be very
carefully designed with as close to zero phase difference as
possible, such that the only correction which is needed is
between the two ADCs and this is a matter of only a few ps. It
will understood by those skilled in the art that such design
constraints result in complex and expensive ADC detector
systems and associated electronics. Furthermore, if it desired
to change the amplification then a whole new circuit must be
designed.

A general problem with known dual ADC systems is that
due to differences in cable lengths and propagation delays
through the different amplifier circuits and other components
etc. there is generally a difference in recorded time between
the signal passing through high and low gain signal paths even
though the signal originates from the same ion arrival event at
the detector. This is generally a time offset and such a time
offset (typically of 10-500 ns) due to propagation delay can
not be corrected by phase correcting the two ADCs (which is
only able to align ADCs by approx. 100 ps).

If the two signal paths are not calibrated or aligned before
the signal is combined into a final spectrum then there will be
resultant loss in mass resolution and or mass accuracy in the
final combined data.

In addition, although the nominal theoretical gain of the
amplification circuit in each signal path may be known, in
practice the actual gain or gain difference may be different. If
the gain ratio used in this normalization is in error there will
be quantitative errors in the final combined spectrum.

In summary, conventional dual gain ADC systems are only
able to align ADC clocks by phase correcting for timing
differences of up to approx. 100 ps. Conventional dual gain
ADC systems require that the signal path through both ADCs
is substantially identical. This requirement imposes signifi-
cant design constraints and also requires complex associated
electronics.
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It is therefore desired to provide an improved dual gain
ADC detector system for a mass spectrometer.

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a method of mass spectrometry comprising:

passing a test signal multiple times through a first signal
path of a dual gain ADC detector system to produce first
digitised test signals, processing each first digitised test signal
to detect a first test peak, determining a time or other value
and an intensity value corresponding to each first test peak,
histogramming or combining each time or other value and the
intensity value to form a first histogram or combined data set
and determining a first time T1 for the first signal path from
the first histogram or combined data set;

passing a test signal multiple times through a second signal
path of the dual gain ADC detector system to produce second
digitised test signals, processing each second digitised test
signal to detect a second test peak, determining a time or other
value and an intensity value corresponding to each second test
peak, histogramming or combining each time or other value
and the intensity value to form a second histogram or com-
bined data set and determining a second time T2 for the
second signal path from the second histogram or combined
data set; and

determining a time difference AT between the first time T'1
and the second time T2.

An important advantage of the present invention is that a
dual ADC detector system is provided which does not need to
be designed so that there is no propagation delay between the
two signal paths passing through the two ADCs. Furthermore,
the two ADCs do not need to be phase corrected and hence
complex and expensive electronics for phase correcting the
two ADCs is not required.

The present invention therefore enables a less complex and
less expensive dual gain ADC detector system to be provided
and also allows the relative gain between the two ADCs paths
to be easily altered (in contrast to conventional dual gain ADC
systems where the gain of the two ADC paths can not be
readily altered).

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that phase
correction approaches such as that disclosed in WO 2008/
008867 (Mason) require complex and very carefully
designed ADC circuitry. Phase correction is only able to
correct for very slight timing errors of the order of 100 ps and
imposes strict requirements on the ADC circuitry so that there
is essentially no propagation delay between the two ADC
paths. The approach disclosed in WO 2008/008867 (Mason)
is therefore unable to correct for significant timing or propa-
gation delays of the order of 1-100 ns due to a difference in
time for a signal to pass through two signal paths.

According to the present invention it is not necessary to
phase correct the two ADCs. Instead, according to the present
invention the time offset between the signals from the two
signal paths is measured and is subsequently corrected for. It
is not necessary to phase correct the two ADCs as the data is
reduced to time and intensity pairs before combining.

A particular advantage of the present invention is that it is
possible to compensate for large differences in propagation
times as the correction is preferably applied as a post process-
ing operation in a FPGA which reduces the requirement for
highly matched upstream electronics and significantly sim-
plifies the overall design of the dual ADC system.

Furthermore, the design of the ADCs may be easily
changed (e.g. the relative gain may be easily changed) and the
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4

system can be easily re-calibrated as according to the present
invention a relative shift in the signal itself can easily be
compensated for.

In a similar manner, the gain can be measured and then
according to the preferred embodiment the multiplication
factor for the weak or low gain data may be adjusted accord-
ingly. It is not therefore necessary to set a precise gain factor
between the two ADCs. In contrast, the arrangement dis-
closed in WO 2008/008867 is only able to adjust the gain of
the ADC using the onboard facility so that it matches the
required gain difference. The maximum adjustment possible
using this approach is approx. +10% of the gain of the ADC.

In contrast, according to the preferred embodiment the gain
is measured and any gain difference (c.f. just up to 10%) can
be accommodated. Accordingly, the detector system accord-
ing to the preferred embodiment is a much more flexible
system than that disclosed in WO 2008/008867 and utilises a
simpler amplifier design which significantly reduces the over-
all cost of the dual ADC system.

In summary, a phase correction approach such as disclosed
in WO 2008/008867 is complex, imposes very strict require-
ments in terms of amplifier design and requires complex
electronics. The system is only able to make very fine adjust-
ments (<100 ps) using the onboard ADC functionality.

In contrast, the present invention is inherently simpler and
more flexible. Field Programmable Gate Arrays (“FPGAs”™)
are preferably used to compensate for the differences in the
two signal paths (which may be of the order of 1-500 ns) and
to measure the gain difference in post processing.

The present invention therefore represents a significant
improvement over conventional arrangements as disclosed,
for example, in WO 2008/008867.

The arrangement disclosed in WO 2008/008867 does not
pass multiple test signals through both ADCs and then histo-
gram the time and intensity values of test peaks and then
determine a propagation delay between the two signal paths
based upon the two histograms.

The first signal path preferably comprises a low gain signal
path.

The second signal path preferably comprises a high gain
signal path.

A signal passing along the first signal path is preferably
multiplied or amplified by a first gain.

A signal passing along the second signal path is preferably
multiplied or amplified by a second different gain.

The second gain is preferably greater than the first gain.

According to an embodiment either:

(a) the ratio of the second gain to the first gain is selected
from the group consisting of: (1) <2; (ii) 2-5; (iii) 5-10; (iv)
10-15; (v) 15-20; (vi) 20-25; (vii) 25-30; (viii) 30-35; (ix)
35-40; (x) 40-45; (x1) 45-50; (xii) 50-60; (xiii) 60-70; (xiv)
70-80; (xv) 80-90; (xvi) 90-100; and (xvii) >100; or

(b) the ratio of the first gain to the second gain is selected
from the group consisting of: (1) <2; (ii) 2-5; (iii) 5-10; (iv)
10-15; (v) 15-20; (vi) 20-25; (vii) 25-30; (viii) 30-35; (ix)
35-40; (x) 40-45; (x1) 45-50; (xii) 50-60; (xiii) 60-70; (xiv)
70-80; (xv) 80-90; (xvi) 90-100; and (xvii) >100.

The method preferably further comprises detecting analyte
ions using an ion detector.

The method preferably further comprises outputting a first
signal and a second signal from the ion detector, wherein the
first signal corresponds with a signal multiplied or amplified
by a first gain and the second signal corresponds with a signal
multiplied or amplified by a second different gain.

The method preferably further comprises digitising the
first signal to produce a first digitised signal and digitising the
second signal to produce a second digitised signal.
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The method preferably further comprises detecting one or
more first peaks in the first digitised signal and detecting one
or more second peaks in the second digitised signal.

The method preferably further comprises marking or flag-
ging first peaks and/or second peaks which are determined to
suffer from saturation.

The method preferably further comprises determining an
intensity value and an arrival time or other value for each of
the first peaks.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
determined arrival time or other value of each of the first
peaks based upon the time difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises determining an
intensity value and an arrival time or other value for each of
the second peaks.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
determined arrival time or other value of each the second
peaks based upon the time difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises forming a com-
bined data set comprising intensity values and arrival time or
other values of each of the second peaks which are not marked
or flagged as suffering from saturation and intensity values
and arrival time or other values of first peaks when corre-
sponding second peaks are marked or flagged as suffering
from saturation.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
determined arrival time or other value of each of the first
peaks based upon the time difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
determined arrival time or other value of each of the second
peaks based upon the time difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises scaling intensity
values of the first peaks by a scale factor.

The scale factor preferably corresponds with the ratio of
the second gain to the first gain.

The method preferably further comprises histogramming
or combining the intensity values and arrival time or other
values in the combined data set with other intensity values and
arrival time or other values to form a mass spectrum.

According to an embodiment the method further comprises
summing the first digitised signal with a plurality of other
corresponding first digitised signals to form a first summed
digitised signal and summing the second digitised signal with
a plurality of other corresponding second digitised signals to
form a second summed digitised signal.

The method preferably further comprises determining a
first summed intensity value and a first summed arrival time
or other value from the first summed digitised signal.

The method preferably further comprises determining a
second summed intensity value and a second summed arrival
time or other value from the second summed digitised signal.

The method preferably further comprises either: (i) mark-
ing or flagging first digitised signals and/or second digitised
signals which are determined to suffer from saturation; and/or
(i1) marking or flagging first summed intensity values and/or
second summed intensity values which are determined to
suffer from saturation.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
first summed arrival times or other values based upon the time
difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
second summed arrival times or other values based upon the
time difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises forming a com-
bined data set comprising second summed intensity values
and second summed arrival time or other values which are not
marked or flagged as suffering from saturation and first

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

summed intensity values and first summed arrival time or
other values when corresponding second digitised signals or
second summed intensity values are marked or flagged as
suffering from saturation.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
first summed arrival times or other values based upon the time
difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises correcting the
second summed arrival times or other values based upon the
time difference AT.

The method preferably further comprises scaling the first
summed intensity values by a scale factor. The scale factor
preferably corresponds with the ratio ofthe second gain to the
first gain.

The method preferably further comprises histogramming
or combining the intensity values and arrival time or other
values in the combined data set with other intensity values and
arrival time or other values to form a mass spectrum.

The step of outputting the first signal and the second signal
preferably comprises converting, splitting or dividing a signal
output from the ion detector into the first signal and the
second signal.

The steps of digitising the first signal and digitising the
second signal are preferably performed substantially simul-
taneously.

The step of digitising the first signal preferably comprises
using a first Analogue to Digital Converter to digitise the first
signal and the step of digitising the second signal preferably
comprises using a second different Analogue to Digital Con-
verter to digitise the second signal.

The first Analogue to Digital Converter and/or the second
Analogue to Digital Converter are preferably arranged to
convert an analogue voltage to a digital output and wherein
the first Analogue to Digital Converter and/or the second
Analogue to Digital Converter are arranged:

(a) to operate, in use, at a digitisation rate selected from the
group consisting of: (1) <1 GHz; (ii) 1-2 GHz; (iii) 2-3 GHz;
(iv) 3-4 GHz; (v) 4-5 GHz; (vi) 5-6 GHz; (vii) 6-7 GHz; (viii)
7-8 GHz; (ix) 8-9 GHz; (x) 9-10 GHz; and (xi) >10 GHz;
and/or

(b) to have a resolution selected from the group consisting
of: (i) at least 4 bits; (ii) at least 5 bits; (iii) at least 6 bits; (iv)
atleast 7 bits; (v) atleast 8 bits; (vi) at least 9 bits; (vii) at least
10 bits; (viii) at least 11 bits; (ix) at least 12 bits; (x) at least 13
bits; (xi) at least 14 bits; (xii) at least 15 bits; and (xiii) at least
16 bits.

The method preferably further comprises determining an
intensity difference or ratio between the first signal and the
second signal.

The method preferably further comprises using the deter-
mined intensity difference or ratio to correct subsequent
intensity data produced by the dual gain ADC detector sys-
tem.

According to the preferred embodiment signals output
from the first Analogue to Digital Converter are not phase
corrected with signals output from the second Analogue to
Digital Converter.

The test signal preferably has a line width and/or line shape
similar to an ion arrival signal.

The method preferably further comprises using a single ion
detector to detect analyte ions.

The time difference AT is preferably selected from the
group consisting of: (i) 1-10 ns; (i1) 10-20 ns; (iii) 20-30 ns;
(iv) 30-40 ns; (v) 40-50 ns; (vi) 50-60 ns; (vii) 60-70 ns; (viii)
70-80 ns; (ix) 80-90 ns; (x) 90-100 ns; (xi) 100-200 ns; (xii)
200-300 ns; (xiii) 300-400 ns; (xiv) 400-500 ns; (xv) 500-600
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ns; (xvi) 600-700 ns; (xvii) 700-800 ns; (xviii) 800-900 ns;
(xix) 900-1000 ns; and (xx) >1 ps.

Conventional arrangements such as the one disclosed in
WO 2008/008867 are unable to determine a propagation time
delay of the order >1 ns. ADC time bins which are misaligned
by only one or two time bins (e.g. up to 100 ps) may conven-
tionally be aligned by phase correcting the two ADCs.

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a dual gain ADC detector system comprising:

a first signal path;

a second signal path; and

a control system arranged and adapted:

(1) to pass a test signal multiple times through the first
signal path to produce first digitised test signals;

(ii) to process each first digitised test signal to detect a first
test peak;

(iii) to determine a time or other value and an intensity
value corresponding to each the test peak;

(iv) to histogram or combine each time or other value and
the intensity value to form a first histogram or combined data
set;

(v) to determine a first time T1 for the first signal path from
the first histogram or combined data set;

(vi) to pass a test signal multiple times through the second
signal path to produce second digitised test signals;

(vii) to process each second digitised test signal to detect a
second test peak;

(viii) to determine a time or other value and an intensity
value corresponding to each second test peak;

(ix) to histogram or combine each time or other value and
the intensity value to form a second histogram or combined
data set;

(x) to determine a second time T2 for the second signal path
from the second histogram or combined data set; and

(xi) to determine a time difference AT between the first
time T1 and the second time T2.

The arrangement disclosed in WO 2008/008867 does not
pass multiple test signals through both ADCs and then histo-
gram the time and intensity values of test peaks and then
determine a propagation delay between the two signal paths
based upon two histograms.

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a method of mass spectrometry comprising:

providing a dual gain ADC detector system comprising a
first signal path comprising a first Analogue to Digital Con-
verter and a second signal path comprising a second Analogue
to Digital Converter;

passing a test signal through the first signal path and pass-
ing a test signal through the second signal path to determine a
propagation time delay AT between the first signal path and
the second signal path, wherein AT>1 ns; and

detecting analyte ions using the dual gain ADC detector
system without correcting the phase between the first Ana-
logueto Digital Converter and the second Analogue to Digital
Converter.

The arrangement disclosed in WO 2008/008867 is unable
to determine a propagation time delay of the order >1 ns.
ADC time bins which are misaligned by only one or two time
bins e.g. up to 100 ps are aligned by phase correcting the two
ADCs.

The first signal path preferably has a first gain and the
second signal path has a second higher gain.

The method preferably further comprises providing an ion
detector wherein the step of detecting the analyte ions com-
prises digitising a first signal output from the ion detector
which passes along the first signal path and determining first
time and intensity pairs in relation to peaks in the first signal
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and digitising a second signal output from the ion detector
which passes along the second signal path and determining
second time and intensity pairs in relation to peaks in the
second signal.

The method preferably further comprises forming a mass
spectrum by selecting the second time and intensity pairs
unless a second time and intensity pair is determined to suffer
from saturation whereupon a corresponding first time and
intensity pair is selected instead.

According to the preferred embodiment if a first time and
intensity pair is selected instead of a second time and intensity
pair then an intensity value of the first time and intensity pair
is scaled by a scale factor which substantially corresponds
with the ratio of the second gain to the first gain.

The method preferably further comprises digitising an ion
peak across multiple ADC time bins and converting the digi-
tised ion peak into a single time and intensity pair, wherein the
time value of the time and intensity pair corresponds with a
centroid or weighted centroid of the digitised ion peak.

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a mass spectrometer comprising:

a dual gain ADC detector system comprising a first signal
path comprising a first Analogue to Digital Converter and a
second signal path comprising a second Analogue to Digital
Converter; and

a control system arranged and adapted:

(1) to pass a test signal through the first signal path and to
pass a test signal through the second signal path to determine
apropagation time delay AT between the first signal path and
the second signal path, wherein AT>1 ns; and

(i1) to detect analyte ions using the dual gain ADC detector
system without correcting the phase between the first Ana-
logue to Digital Converter and the second Analogue to Digital
Converter.

The arrangement disclosed in WO 2008/008867 is unable
to determine a propagation time delay of the order >1 ns.
ADC time bins which are misaligned by only one or two time
bins e.g. up to 100 ps are aligned by phase correcting the two
ADCs.

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a method of calibrating a dual gain ADC detector
system comprising:

passing a test signal through a high gain signal path to
produce a first signal;

passing a test signal through a low gain signal path to
produce a second signal; and

determining a time difference between the first signal and
the second signal.

The method preferably further comprises:

digitising the first signal to produce a first digitised signal
and digitising the second signal to produce a second digitised
signal;

wherein the step of determining a time difference between
the first signal and the second signal comprises determining a
time difference between the first digitised signal and the
second digitised signal.

The method preferably further comprises:

processing the first digitised signal to detect one or more
first peaks; and

processing the second digitised signal to detect one or more
second peaks;

wherein the step of determining a time difference between
the first signal and the second signal comprises determining a
time difference between the one or more first peaks and the
one or more second peaks.
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The method preferably further comprises:

summing the first digitised signal with a plurality of other
corresponding first digitised signals to form a first summed
digitised signal;

summing the second digitised signal with a plurality of
other corresponding second digitised signals to form a second
summed digitised signal;

processing the first summed digitised signal to detect one
or more first peaks; and

processing the second summed digitised signal to detect
one or more second peaks;

wherein the step of determining a time difference between
the first signal and the second signal comprises determining a
time difference between the one or more first peaks and the
one or more second peaks.

The method preferably further comprises:

combining the first digitised signal and the second digitised
signal to form a combined digitised signal; and

processing the combined digitised signal to detect one or
more first peaks and one or more second peaks;

wherein the step of determining a time difference between
the first signal and the second signal comprises determining a
time difference between the one or more peaks and the one or
more second peaks.

The method preferably further comprises:

combining the first digitised signal and the second digitised
signal to form a combined digitised signal;

summing the combined digitised signal with a plurality of
other corresponding combined digitised signals to form a
summed combined digitised signal;

processing the summed combined digitised signal to detect
one or more first peaks and one or more second peaks;

wherein the step of determining a time difference between
the first signal and the second signal comprises determining a
time difference between the one or more peaks and the one or
more second peaks.

The method preferably further comprises:

producing one or more first time and intensity pairs from
the one or more first detected peaks; and

producing one or more second time and intensity pairs
from the one or more second detected peaks;

wherein the step of determining a time difference between
the first signal and the second signal comprises determining a
time difference between the one or more first time and inten-
sity pairs and the one or more second time and intensity pairs.

The method preferably further comprises:

using the determined time difference to correct subsequent
intensity and arrival time, mass or mass to charge ratio data
produced by the dual gain ADC detector system.

The method preferably further comprises:

determining an intensity difference or ratio between the
first signal and the second signal.

The method preferably further comprises:

using the determined intensity difference or ratio to correct
subsequent intensity and arrival time, mass or mass to charge
ratio data produced by the dual gain ADC detector system.

The method preferably further comprises:

converting, splitting or dividing a test signal into at least a
first portion of the test signal and a second portion of the test
signal;

wherein the step of passing a test signal through the high
gain signal path comprises passing the first portion of the test
signal through the high gain signal path; and

wherein the step of passing a test signal through the low
gain signal path comprises passing the second portion of the
test signal through the low gain signal path.
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According to the preferred embodiment the first portion of
the test signal and the second portion of the test signal have
substantially the same intensity.

According to the preferred embodiment the first signal
corresponds with a test signal multiplied or amplified by a
first gain and the second signal corresponds with a test signal
multiplied or amplified by a second different gain.

The first gain is preferably substantially greater than the
second gain.

The test signal preferably comprises one or more peaks.

The one or more peaks preferably have a line width and/or
line shape similar to an ion arrival signal.

The step of digitising the first signal and digitising the
second signal preferably comprises digitising the first signal
and digitising the second signal using one or more Analogue
to Digital Converters.

The method preferably further comprises selecting the
intensity of the test signal such that the first signal and/or the
second signal does not saturate the one or more Analogue to
Digital Converters.

The method preferably further comprises selecting the
intensity of the test signal such that the first signal is close to
saturating the one or more Analogue to Digital Converters.

The method preferably further comprises:

outputting a signal from a signal generator to provide the
test signal; or

outputting a signal from a mass spectrometer to provide the
test signal.

According to another aspect of the present invention there
is provided a dual gain ADC detector system comprising:

a device arranged and adapted to pass a test signal through
a high gain signal path to produce a first signal;

a device arranged and adapted to pass a test signal through
a low gain signal path to produce a second signal; and

a device arranged and adapted to determine a time differ-
ence between the first signal and the second signal.

According to another aspect of the present invention there
is provided a method of calibrating a dual gain ADC detector
system comprising:

determining a time difference between a signal passing
through a high gain and a low gain signal path.

According to another aspect of the present invention there
is provided a dual gain ADC detector system comprising:

a device arranged and adapted to determine a time differ-
ence between a signal passing through a high gain and a low
gain signal path.

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a method of correcting timing differences and
amplitude differences of similar signals taking different sig-
nal paths used in conjunction with one or more analogue to
digital converter ADC recording device used to record ion
arrivals from a Time of Flight mass spectrometer. The pre-
ferred method comprises the steps of: (i) providing a test
signal such that the signal traverses at least that part of the
signal path which is unique and corresponds to the path taken
by a signal arising from an ion arrival at the detector; (ii)
digitising each test signal after it has traversed these unique
signal paths; (iii) peak detecting the digitized signal to deter-
mine arrival times and intensities; (iv) calculating a correc-
tion factor to correct for differences in the calculated times
between signal paths; (v) calculating a correction factor to
correct for the difference in calculated intensity between the
different signal paths; and (vi) applying these correction fac-
tors to subsequent real peak detected ion arrival signals.

A preferred embodiment of the present invention provides
a simple method of aligning or calibrating the output from
two independent ADCs used to record time of flight data
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according to the method described in US 2010/0213361,
without having to use calibrant and avoiding the necessity to
synchronize or phase correct the clocks of the two ADCs.

The preferred embodiment of the present invention allows
rapid, accurate, automatic calibration of a dual channel ADC
system without having to ionize and analyse a calibration
sample.

According to an embodiment the mass spectrometer may
further comprise:

(a) an ion source selected from the group consisting of: (i)
an Electrospray ionisation (“ESI”) ion source; (i) an Atmo-
spheric Pressure Photo Ionisation (“APPI”) ion source; (iii)
an Atmospheric Pressure Chemical Ionisation (“APCI”) ion
source; (iv) a Matrix Assisted Laser Desorption lonisation
(“MALDI”) ion source; (v) a Laser Desorption lonisation
(“LDI”) ion source; (vi) an Atmospheric Pressure lonisation
(“APT”) ion source; (vii) a Desorption Ionisation on Silicon
(“DIOS”) ion source; (viii) an Electron Impact (“EI”) ion
source; (ix) a Chemical Ionisation (“CI”) ion source; (x) a
Field Ionisation (“FI”) ion source; (xi) a Field Desorption
(“FD”) ion source; (xii) an Inductively Coupled Plasma
(“ICP”)ion source; (xiii) a Fast Atom Bombardment (“FAB”)
ion source; (xiv) a Liquid Secondary Ion Mass Spectrometry
(“LSIMS”) ion source; (xv) a Desorption Electrospray loni-
sation (“DESI”) ion source; (xvi) a Nickel-63 radioactive ion
source; (xvii) an Atmospheric Pressure Matrix Assisted Laser
Desorption Ionisation ion source; (xviii) a Thermospray ion
source; (xix) an Atmospheric Sampling Glow Discharge loni-
sation (“ASGDI”) ion source; (xx) a Glow Discharge (“GD”)
ion source; (xxi) an Impactor ion source; (xxii) a Direct
Analysis in Real Time (“DART”) ion source; (xxiii) a Laser-
spray lonisation (“L.SI””) ion source; (xxiv) a Sonicspray loni-
sation (“SSI”) ion source; (xxv) a Matrix Assisted Inlet Ioni-
sation (“MAII”) ion source; and (xxvi) a Solvent Assisted
Inlet Ionisation (“SAII”) ion source; and/or

(b) one or more continuous or pulsed ion sources; and/or

(c) one or more ion guides; and/or

(d) one or more ion mobility separation devices and/or one
or more Field Asymmetric lon Mobility Spectrometer
devices; and/or

(e) one or more ion traps or one or more ion trapping
regions; and/or

(f) one or more collision, fragmentation or reaction cells
selected from the group consisting of: (i) a Collisional
Induced Dissociation (“CID”) fragmentation device; (ii) a
Surface Induced Dissociation (“SID”) fragmentation device;
(iii) an Electron Transfer Dissociation (“ETD”) fragmenta-
tion device; (iv) an Electron Capture Dissociation (“ECD”)
fragmentation device; (v) an Electron Collision or Impact
Dissociation fragmentation device; (vi) a Photo Induced Dis-
sociation (“PID”) fragmentation device; (vii) a Laser Induced
Dissociation fragmentation device; (viii) an infrared radia-
tion induced dissociation device; (ix) an ultraviolet radiation
induced dissociation device; (x) a nozzle-skimmer interface
fragmentation device; (xi) an in-source fragmentation device;
(xii) an in-source Collision Induced Dissociation fragmenta-
tion device; (xiii) a thermal or temperature source fragmen-
tation device; (xiv) an electric field induced fragmentation
device; (xv) a magnetic field induced fragmentation device;
(xvi) an enzyme digestion or enzyme degradation fragmen-
tation device; (xvii) an ion-ion reaction fragmentation device;
(xviii) an ion-molecule reaction fragmentation device; (xix)
an ion-atom reaction fragmentation device; (xx) an ion-meta-
stable ion reaction fragmentation device; (xxi) an ion-meta-
stable molecule reaction fragmentation device; (xxii) an ion-
metastable atom reaction fragmentation device; (xxiii) an
ion-ion reaction device for reacting ions to form adduct or
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product ions; (xxiv) an ion-molecule reaction device for
reacting ions to form adduct or product ions; (xxv) an ion-
atom reaction device for reacting ions to form adduct or
product ions; (xxvi) an ion-metastable ion reaction device for
reacting ions to form adduct or product ions; (xxvii) an ion-
metastable molecule reaction device for reacting ions to form
adduct or product ions; (xxviii) an ion-metastable atom reac-
tion device for reacting ions to form adduct or product ions;
and (xxix) an Electron Ionisation Dissociation (“EID”) frag-
mentation device; and/or

(g) a mass analyser selected from the group consisting of:
(1) a quadrupole mass analyser; (ii) a 2D or linear quadrupole
mass analyser; (iii) a Paul or 3D quadrupole mass analyser;
(iv) a Penning trap mass analyser; (v) an ion trap mass analy-
ser; (vi) a magnetic sector mass analyser; (vii) lon Cyclotron
Resonance (“ICR”) mass analyser; (viii) a Fourier Transform
Ion Cyclotron Resonance (“FTICR”) mass analyser; (ix) an
electrostatic or orbitrap mass analyser; (x) a Fourier Trans-
form electrostatic or orbitrap mass analyser; (xi) a Fourier
Transform mass analyser; (xii) a Time of Flight mass analy-
ser; (xiii) an orthogonal acceleration Time of Flight mass
analyser; and (xiv) a linear acceleration Time of Flight mass
analyser; and/or

(h) one or more energy analysers or electrostatic energy
analysers; and/or

(1) one or more ion detectors; and/or

(j) one or more mass filters selected from the group con-
sisting of: (i) a quadrupole mass filter; (ii) a 2D or linear
quadrupole ion trap; (iii) a Paul or 3D quadrupole ion trap;
(iv) a Penning ion trap; (v) an ion trap; (vi) a magnetic sector
mass filter; (vii) a Time of Flight mass filter; and (viii) a Wien
filter; and/or

(k) a device or ion gate for pulsing ions; and/or

(1) a device for converting a substantially continuous ion
beam into a pulsed ion beam.

The mass spectrometer may further comprise either:

(1) a C-trap and an orbitrap (RTM) mass analyser compris-
ing an outer barrel-like electrode and a coaxial inner spindle-
like electrode, wherein in a first mode of operation ions are
transmitted to the C-trap and are then injected into the orbi-
trap (RTM) mass analyser and wherein in a second mode of
operation ions are transmitted to the C-trap and then to a
collision cell or Electron Transfer Dissociation device
wherein at least some ions are fragmented into fragment ions,
and wherein the fragment ions are then transmitted to the
C-trap before being injected into the orbitrap (RTM) mass
analyser; and/or

(ii) a stacked ring ion guide comprising a plurality of elec-
trodes each having an aperture through which ions are trans-
mitted in use and wherein the spacing of the electrodes
increases along the length of the ion path, and wherein the
apertures in the electrodes in an upstream section of the ion
guide have a first diameter and wherein the apertures in the
electrodes in a downstream section of the ion guide have a
second diameter which is smaller than the first diameter, and
wherein opposite phases of an AC or RF voltage are applied,
in use, to successive electrodes.

According to an embodiment the mass spectrometer fur-
ther comprises a device arranged and adapted to supply an AC
or RF voltage to the electrodes. The AC or RF voltage pret-
erably has an amplitude selected from the group consisting
of: (1) <50 V peak to peak; (ii) 50-100 V peak to peak; (iii)
100-150 V peak to peak; (iv) 150-200 V peak to peak; (v)
200-250 V peak to peak; (vi) 250-300 V peak to peak; (vii)
300-350 V peak to peak; (viii) 350-400 V peak to peak; (ix)
400-450V peak to peak; (x) 450-500V peak to peak; and (xi)
>500 V peak to peak.
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The AC or RF voltage preferably has a frequency selected
from the group consisting of: (i) <100 kHz; (ii) 100-200 kHz;
(i) 200-300 kHz; (iv) 300-400 kHz; (v) 400-500 kHz; (vi)
0.5-1.0 MHz; (vii) 1.0-1.5 MHz; (viii) 1.5-2.0 MHz; (ix)
2.0-2.5 MHz; (x) 2.5-3.0 MHz; (xi) 3.0-3.5 MHz; (xii) 3.5-
4.0 MHgz; (xiii) 4.0-4.5 MHz; (xiv) 4.5-5.0 MHz; (xv) 5.0-5.5
MHz; (xvi) 5.5-6.0 MHz; (xvii) 6.0-6.5 MHz; (xviii) 6.5-7.0
MHz; (xix) 7.0-7.5 MHz; (xx) 7.5-8.0 MHz; (xxi) 8.0-8.5
MHz; (xxii) 8.5-9.0 MHz; (xxiii) 9.0-9.5 MHz; (xxiv) 9.5-
10.0 MHz; and (xxv) >10.0 MHz.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments of the present invention will now be
described, by way of example only, and with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows how the output from a mass spectrometer
may be split according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 shows an oscilloscope trace showing a test signal;

FIG. 4A shows a summed mass spectrum produced for a
test signal via a low gain signal path and FIG. 4B shows a
summed mass spectrum produced for a test signal via a high
gain signal path;

FIG. 5A shows a Total lon Chromatogram from a high gain
signal path and FIG. 5B shows a Total lon Chromatogram
from a low gain signal path;

FIG. 6A shows a mass spectrum for the low gain signal
path and FIG. 6B shows a mass spectrum for the high gain
signal path;

FIG. 7 shows a superimposed plot of ppm error in mass
measurement and signal intensity for the high gain signal
path;

FIG. 8 shows a superimposed plot of ppm error in mass
measurement and signal intensity for the low gain signal path;
and

FIG. 9 shows both sets of mass error and intensity data
superimposed after applying a correction according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A preferred embodiment of the present invention will now
be described and relates to injecting a test signal in a dual
ADC detector system. The test signal traverses the part of the
signal path which is unique to each ADC input.

The test signal is preferably peak detected to produce time
and intensity pairs for the portion of the signal which travels
along the high gain amplifier signal path and time and inten-
sity pairs for the portion of the signal which travels along the
low gain amplifier path.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

With reference to FIG. 1, a signal from the arrival of anion
or ions at the detector of a mass spectrometer 1 is split by an
impedance matched splitter 2 into two separate signal paths
with a substantially equal intensity of signal being directed to
each signal path.

A calibration signal from a signal generator 3 is preferably
injected into the signal line between the output of the mass
spectrometer 1 and the splitter device 2. The test signal is
preferably similar in line width to a signal which would be
generated from ions striking the ion detector and should not
exceed the dynamic range of the second ADC 9 when ampli-
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fied by a high gain detector 8. It is generally advantageous for
this signal, when amplified by the high gain detector 8, to be
close to the maximum intensity allowed by the dynamic range
of'the ADC such that when passing through low gain ampli-
fier 4 the resultant digitized signal from the low gain signal
path 6 is of sufficient intensity to be accurately represented.

The test signal preferably passes through the splitter device
2. A portion of the signal travels down a signal path where it
is amplified by a low gain amplifier 4 and is subsequently
digitised by a first ADC 5 to produce a digitized signal 6. This
digitized signal 6 is then processed to produce a time and
intensity pair 7.

A second portion of the test signal travels down a different
signal path where itis amplified by a high gain amplifier 8 and
is subsequently digitised by a second ADC 9 to produce a
digitized signal 10. This digitized signal 10 is then processed
to produce a time intensity pair 11.

A time difference 12 or propagation delay is then prefer-
ably calculated from the two time intensity pairs and this time
difference may be added to one of the time intensity pairs as
appropriate to align subsequent data.

Time-intensity pairs from subsequent (real) digitized and
peak detected ion arrivals can then be aligned using a correc-
tion factor which has been calculated based upon the time
difference ofthe test signal. The time and intensity pairs, once
corrected, are then preferably combined into a single mass
spectrum. The time correction is preferably applied for every
time of flight spectrum before the data from the two ADCs is
combined.

In the example described above with reference to FIG. 1 a
single digitized transient from both signal paths for the same
test signal was used to calculate the correction factor in order
to align the two ADC outputs. However, in practice, it is
highly desirable to create a histogram or sum of many tran-
sients for both signal paths and to determine the time correc-
tion based upon this summed data. This method produces an
average correction value which will take into account timing
jitter which may be different between the two signal paths.

In the preferred method this correction factor is applied to
individual time of flight spectra from a single acceleration
pulse prior to summing. However, in a less preferred embodi-
ment the correction may be applied to the final summed or
combined spectra made up from a summation of more than
one time of flight spectrum. The summed time of flight spec-
tra from each signal path may then be subsequently combined
into a single high dynamic range data set.

To illustrate the utility of the present invention the test
system shown in FIG. 2 comprising a single ADC was used to
obtain some data for illustrative purposes only. In this test
system the incoming signal was split into two signal paths
with different amplification stages and was digitised sequen-
tially using the same 3 GHz 8 bit ADC 5. The input of the
ADC 5 was switched between the first and second signal
paths on a regular repeating interval. This allowed spectra to
be built up by summing many thousands of individual time of
flight spectra for each signal path in turn. Spectra from each
signal path were then processed to calibrate the two streams
of data in terms of time and intensity.

With reference to FIG. 2, the output of a quadrupole
orthogonal acceleration Time of Flight mass spectrometer 1
was split into two separate signal paths using a Mini Circuits
2FRSC-183 S+, 18 MHz power splitter 2. To calibrate the
system a test signal from a Stanford research DG535 pulse
generator 3 was introduced in place of the input from the mass
spectrometer 1.

One portion of the test signal was directed to a ORTEC
9306 1 GHz amplifier 8. The second portion of the signal was
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directed to a second ORTEC 9306 amplifier 4 fitted with a 20
dB input attenuator prior to the amplifier. This attenuator had
the effect of reducing the total amplification provided by the
(low) amplification stage 4 by a factor of approximately x10
with respect to the other (high) amplification stage 8.

Atthe start of the acquisition a first switch 13 was arranged
tobeinaclosed position and a second switch 14 was arranged
to be in an open position. Signal from the lower amplification
stage 4 was digitized 6, reduced to a time intensity pair 7 and
recorded in memory. Subsequent pulses from the signal gen-
erator 3 were analysed in the same signal path and summed in
memory to produce a spectrum.

After a period of approximately one second the first switch
13 was set to an open position and the second switch 14 was
set to a closed position. Signal from the higher amplification
stage 8 was digitized 10, reduced to a time intensity pair 11
and recorded in a separate summed spectrum for a further
second.

This sequence was repeated every second to produce two
series of spectra, one from the low gain signal path and one
from the high gain signal path.

FIG. 3 shows an oscilloscope trace of the form of the test
signal directly on the output of the signal generator 3. The
signal generator 3 was set to produce a negative going signal
with a pulse width of approximately 2.5 ns. The signal was
made as symmetrical as possible in an effort to emulate the
shape of an ion arrival envelope of the mass spectrometer.
This ensured that any processing after digitisation had similar
results for the test signal as the results which were expected
for analyte ion arrival events.

The magnitude of the test signal was adjusted such that
after amplification via the high gain signal path and subse-
quent digitization, the height of the most intense digitized
sample was close to the maximum vertical range of the ADC.
For the 8 bit ADC the maximum vertical least significant bit
(LSB) is 255. In this case the signal was set to have a maxi-
mum of 225 L.SBs. Setting the signal to this level ensured that
in the low gain signal path sufficient intensity remained to
accurately digitize the lower amplitude part of the signal.

For this example the test signal was set to appear at
approximately 36 ps after the ADC 5 was triggered. This time
is similar to the flight time of an ion having a mass to charge
ratio of 556 in the geometry of mass spectrometer used.
Subsequent calculation and application of the correction fac-
tor was performed close to this mass to charge ratio value to
avoid errors.

According to the preferred embodiment all data was stored
and corrected in time before conversion to mass.

FIG. 4A shows a summed spectrum produced for the test
signal via the low gain signal path during a one second acqui-
sition at a trigger repetition rate of 25,000 Hz.

FIG. 4B shows a summed spectrum produced for the test
signal via the high gain signal path during a one second
acquisition at a trigger repetition rate of 25,000 Hz.

The ratio of intensity for high gain/low gain was 2.52x107/
2.68x109=9.4.

Therefore, the intensity correction factor which needs to be
applied to the intensity from the low signal path is a multipli-
cation factor of 9.4.

The ppm difference in the recorded mass to charge ratio
values was 17.3 ppm. Therefore, to correct the mass to charge
ratio scale in the low gain data path to the same value as in the
high gain data path at a mass to charge ratio of approximately
556, 17.3 ppm should be subtracted from the mass to charge
ratio recorded.
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It will be understood that the timing or propagation delay
between the two signal paths is essentially independent of the
mass to charge ratio of ions being detected.

After the calibration was performed, the signal generator 3
was removed and the output of the mass spectrometer 1 was
attached to the splitter 2 as shown in FIG. 2. A solution of
Leucine Enkephalin was infused in positive ion Electrospray
ionization mode. The intensity of the [M+H]+ ion at mass to
charge ratio 556 was increased and decreased as the acquisi-
tion proceeded by adjusting the Electrospray capillary volt-
age. The intensity of the signal was then deliberately driven
beyond the dynamic range of the ADC so that the correction
factors calculated using the test signal could be tested.

Drift due to ambient temperature fluctuations was cor-
rected by acquiring a separate single point “lock mass™ at
regular intervals during the acquisition. Lock mass spectra
were acquired using the high gain amplifier signal path.

FIG. 5A shows the total ion current chromatogram (TIC)
from the high gain signal path and FIG. 5B shown the total ion
current chromatogram (TIC) from the low gain signal path.

FIG. 6A shows a single, one second duration, mass spec-
trum for the low gain signal path. FIG. 6B shows the mass
spectrum acquired in one second for the high gain signal path
directly after acquisition of the spectrum shown in FIG. 6A.

FIG. 7 shows a superimposed plot of ppm error in mass
measurement (left hand side y axis) 1 of the [M+H]+ peak of
Leucine Enkephalin having a mass to charge ratio of 556.3
and the intensity (right hand side y axis) 2 of the [M+H]+ peak
of Leucine Enkephalin having a mass to charge ratio of 556.3
versus scan number for the signal recorded from the high gain
signal path.

It is apparent from FIG. 7 that below an intensity of 1x107
as indicated by the horizontal line shown in FIG. 7 the mass
measurement error was less than approx. +/-1 ppm through-
out the experiment. However, above an intensity of 1x10 the
peak shifts towards high mass to charge ratio giving a positive
mass measurement error. The maximum error was nearly 12
ppm at an intensity of 4.5x107. This shift in mass measure-
ment is due to saturation of the ADC.

FIG. 8 shows a corresponding superimposed plot of ppm
error in mass measurement (left hand side y axis) 3 of the
[M+H]+ peak of Leucine Enkephalin having a mass to charge
ratio 0o 556.3 and the intensity (right hand side y axis) 4 of the
[M+H]+ peak of Leucine Enkephalin having a mass to charge
ratio of 556.3 versus scan number for the signal recorded from
the low gain signal path.

The mean mass measurement error is approximately 17
ppm+/-1 ppm and there is little evidence of a mass shift
within the statistical variation as the intensity increases. This
is expected behaviour as the intensity does not rise above
1x10”. This intensity did not give rise to a mass shift in FIG.
7.

FIG. 9 shows both sets of mass error 1,4 and intensity data
2,3 superimposed after correcting the mass to charge ratio
values and the intensity based on the correction factors deter-
mined from FIG. 4 and the method according to the preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

The intensity 3 recorded from the low gain signal path is
shown multiplied by 9.4. It follows the intensity 2 recorded
from the high gain signal path until an intensity of around
1x107. This intensity is the point at which saturation of the
ADC in the high gain signal path becomes significant both
qualitatively and quantitatively. The ppm mass error 4 after
subtraction of 17.4 ppm from the low gain data path result
also follows the mass error 1 for the high gain data path until
the onset of saturation in the high gain data.
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Using a combination of the low and high gain data the
dynamic range of the data set can be improved by over 10
times whilst still retaining detection limits at low intensity.

This data illustrates that the method of calibrating a dual
gain ADC system using a test signal as described above in
accordance with the preferred embodiment of the present
invention provides sufficient accuracy in the mass accuracy
and quantitative performance of a dual gain ADC.

The preferred method of calibration is also relevant to a

5

gain switching Dynamic Range Enhancement (“DRE”) 10

method of operation such as that described in the example
data given in this application. This method of operation is
described in Micromass patent U.S. Pat. No. 7,038,197.

It should be stressed that although not preferred, it is within
the scope of the present invention to use a calibrant compound
ionized and analysed by the mass spectrometer to perform the
calibration procedure. This still is advantageous over conven-
tional arrangements since no phase correcting of the two
ADCs is required.

In addition there is no requirement to align the signal such
that each digitized point in the two signal paths corresponds to
the same region of the ion signal before individual digitized
points are chosen to represent the final signal. This reduces
the complexity of operating such a system.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, it will be understood by
those skilled in the art that various changes in form and detail
may be made without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion as set forth in the accompanying claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of mass spectrometry comprising:

passing atest signal through a first signal path of a dual gain

ADC detector system to determine a first time T1 for
said first signal path;

passing a test signal through a second signal path of said

dual gain ADC detector system to determine a second
time T2 for said second signal path;

determining a time difference AT between said first time T'1

and said second time T2;
detecting analyte ions, wherein detecting said analyte ions
comprises producing a first signal and a second signal,
wherein said first signal corresponds with an ion detec-
tor signal multiplied or amplified by a first gain and said
second signal corresponds with an ion detector signal
multiplied or amplified by a second different gain;

digitising said first signal using said dual gain ADC detec-
tor system to produce a first digitised signal and digitis-
ing said second signal using said dual gain ADC detector
system to produce a second digitised signal, wherein
there is a time delay between the first digitised signal
produced by said dual gain ADC detector system and the
second digitised signal produced by said dual gain ADC
detector system;

detecting one or more peaks in the first and second digitised

signals produced by the dual gain ADC detector system
for the detected analyte ions;
determining an intensity value and an arrival time or time-
dependent value for said one or more peaks; and

correcting the arrival time or time-dependent value of said
one or more peaks using the determined time difference
AT.

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein:

said first signal path comprises a low gain signal path; or

said second signal path comprises a high gain signal path.

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein:

the test signal passing along said first signal path is multi-

plied or amplified by said first gain.
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4. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the test signal
passing along said second signal path is multiplied or ampli-
fied by said second different gain, wherein said second gain is
greater than said first gain.

5. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein either:

(a) the ratio of said second different gain to said first gain is
selected from the group consisting of: (1) <2; (i1) 2-5; (iii)
5-10; (iv) 10-15; (v) 15-20; (vi) 20-25; (vii) 25-30; (viii)
30-35; (ix) 35-40; (x) 40-45; (xi) 45-50; (xii) 50-60;
(xiii) 60-70; (xiv) 70-80; (xv) 80-90; (xvi) 90-100; and
(xvii) >100; or

(b) the ratio of said first gain to said second different gain is
selected from the group consisting of: (1) <2; (i1) 2-5; (iii)
5-10; (iv) 10-15; (v) 15-20; (vi) 20-25; (vii) 25-30; (viii)
30-35; (ix) 35-40; (x) 40-45; (xi) 45-50; (xii) 50-60;
(xiii) 60-70; (xiv) 70-80; (xv) 80-90; (xvi) 90-100; and
(xvii) >100.

6. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising:

passing the test signal multiple times through the first sig-
nal path ofthe dual gain ADC detector system to produce
first digitised test signals, processing each said first digi-
tised test signal to detect a first test peak, determining a
time or time-dependent value and an intensity value
corresponding to each said first test peak, histogram-
ming or combining each said time or time-dependent
value and said intensity value to form a first histogram or
combined data set and determining the first time T1 for
said first signal path from said first histogram or com-
bined data set; and

passing the test signal multiple times through the second
signal path of said dual gain ADC detector system to
produce second digitised test signals, processing each
said second digitised test signal to detect a second test
peak, determining a time or time-dependent value and an
intensity value corresponding to each said second test
peak, histogramming or combining each said time or
time-dependent value and said intensity value to form a
second histogram or combined data set and determining
the second time T2 for said second signal path from said
second histogram or combined data set.

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising:

detecting one or more first peaks in said first digitised
signal and detecting one or more second peaks in said
second digitised signal; and

marking or flagging first peaks or second peaks which are
determined to suffer from saturation.

8. A method as claimed in claim 7, further comprising:

determining an intensity value and an arrival time or time-
dependent value for each of said first peaks; and

correcting the determined arrival time or time-dependent
value of each of said first peaks based upon said time
difference AT.

9. A method as claimed in claim 7, further comprising:

determining an intensity value and an arrival time or time-
dependent value for each of said second peaks; and

correcting the determined arrival time or time-dependent
value of each said second peaks based upon said time
difference AT.

10. A method as claimed in claim 7, further comprising
forming a combined data set comprising intensity values and
arrival time or time-dependent values of each of said second
peaks which are not marked or flagged as suffering from
saturation and intensity values and arrival time or time-de-
pendent values of first peaks when corresponding second
peaks are marked or flagged as suffering from saturation.
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11. A method as claimed in claim 10, further comprising
correcting the arrival time or time-dependent value of each of
said first peaks or said second peaks, based upon said time
difference AT.

12. A method as claimed in claim 10, further comprising
scaling the intensity values of said first peaks by a scale factor,
wherein said scale factor corresponds with the ratio of said
second gain to said first gain.

13. A method as claimed in claim 10, further comprising
histogramming or combining the intensity values and arrival
time or time-dependent values in said combined data set with
further intensity values and arrival time or time-dependent
values to form a mass spectrum.

14. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
summing said first digitised signal with a plurality of further
corresponding first digitised signals to form a first summed
digitised signal and summing said second digitised signal
with a plurality of further corresponding second digitised
signals to form a second summed digitised signal.

15. A method as claimed in claim 14, further comprising:

determining a first summed intensity value and a first
summed arrival time or time-dependent value from said
first summed digitised signal; or

determining a second summed intensity value and a second
summed arrival time or time-dependent value from said
second summed digitised signal.

16. A method as claimed in claim 14, further comprising

either:

(1) marking or flagging first digitised signals or second
digitised signals which are determined to suffer from
saturation; or

(i1) marking or flagging first summed intensity values or
second summed intensity values which are determined
to suffer from saturation.

17. A method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising:

correcting the first summed arrival time or time-dependent
value based upon said time difference AT; or

correcting the second summed arrival time or time-depen-
dent value based upon said time difference AT.

18. A method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising
forming a combined data set comprising second summed
intensity values and second summed arrival time or time-
dependent values which are not marked or flagged as sufter-
ing from saturation and first summed intensity values and first
summed arrival time or time-dependent values when corre-
sponding second digitised signals or second summed inten-
sity values are marked or flagged as suffering from saturation.

19. A method as claimed in claim 18, further comprising:

correcting said first summed arrival times or time-depen-
dent values based upon said time difference AT; or

correcting said second summed arrival times or time-de-
pendent values based upon said time difference AT.

20. A method as claimed in claim 18, further comprising
scaling said first summed intensity values by a scale factor,
wherein said scale factor corresponds with the ratio of said
second gain to said first gain.

21. A method as claimed in claim 18, further comprising
histogramming or combining the intensity values and arrival
time or time-dependent values in said combined data set with
further intensity values and arrival time or time-dependent
values to form a mass spectrum.

22. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of
producing said first signal and said second signal comprises
converting, splitting or dividing a signal output from an ion
detector into said first signal and said second signal.
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23. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the steps of
digitising said first signal and digitising said second signal are
performed substantially simultaneously.

24. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said dual gain
ADC detector system is arranged to convert an analogue
voltage to a digital output and wherein said dual gain ADC
detector system is arranged:

(a) to operate, in use, at a digitisation rate selected from the
group consisting of: (i) <1 GHz; (ii) 1-2 GHz; (iii) 2-3
GHz; (iv) 3-4 GHz; (v) 4-5 GHz; (vi) 5-6 GHz; (vii) 6-7
GHz; (viii) 7-8 GHz; (ix) 8-9 GHz; (x) 9-10 GHz; and
(xi) >10 GHz; or

(b) to have a resolution selected from the group consisting
of: (i) at least 4 bits; (ii) at least 5 bits; (iii) at least 6 bits;
(iv) at least 7 bits; (v) at least 8 bits; (vi) at least 9 bits;
(vii) at least 10 bits; (viii) at least 11 bits; (ix) at least 12
bits; (x) at least 13 bits; (xi) at least 14 bits; (xii) at least
15 bits; and (xiii) at least 16 bits.

25. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising:

determining an intensity difference or ratio between said
first signal and said second signal; and:

using said determined intensity difference or ratio to cor-
rect subsequent intensity data produced by said dual
gain ADC detector system.

26. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising

using a single ion detector to detect said analyte ions.

27. A dual gain ADC detector system comprising:

a first signal path;

a second signal path; and

a control system arranged and adapted to:

(1) pass a test signal through said first signal path to deter-
mine a first time T1 for said first signal path;

(i) pass a test signal through said second signal path to
determine a second time T2 for said second signal path;
and

(ii1) determine a time difference AT between said first time
T1 and said second time T2;

wherein the dual gain ADC detector system is arranged and
adapted to:

(1) detect analyte ions, wherein detecting said analyte ions
comprises producing a first signal and a second signal
wherein said first signal corresponds with an ion detec-
tor signal multiplied or amplified by a first gain and said
second signal corresponds with an ion detector signal
multiplied or amplified by a second different gain;

(i) digitise said first signal to produce a first digitised
signal and digitise said second signal to produce a sec-
ond digitised signal, wherein there is a time delay
between the first digitised signal produced by said dual
gain ADC detector system and the second digitised sig-
nal produced by said dual gain ADC detector system;

(iii) detect one or more peaks in the first and second digi-
tised signals produced by the dual gain ADC detector
system for the detected analyte ions;

(iv) determine an intensity value and an arrival time or
time-dependent value for said one or more peaks; and

(v) correct the arrival time or time-dependent value of said
one or more peaks using the determined time difference
AT.

28. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said first
signal is digitised using a first Analogue to Digital Converter
so as to produce the first digitised signal and said second
signal is digitised using a second different Analogue to Digi-
tal Converter so as to produce the second digitised signal.

29. A method as claimed in claim 28, wherein said first
digitised signal output from said first Analogue to Digital
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Converter is not phase corrected with said second digitised
signal output from said second Analogue to Digital Converter.

30. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said time-
dependent value comprises a mass or mass to charge ratio
value.

31. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said time
delay between the first digitised signal produced by said dual
gain ADC detector system and the second digitised signal
produced by said dual gain ADC detector system comprises a
propagation time delay.

#* #* #* #* #*
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